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" The rivalry between international capitalistic muacpelles
T striving to secure the largest marists of stratecic rav materials
has existed for many yeara. In the postwar period, when three of
. the six competing imperialistic powers - Germany, Ttuly, and Japm -
. I had quit bscavss of their destruction during the war, and France
had lost her earlier significancc as.a great pawer, the suruggle
. €or the vedistribution of old sources and the selzurs of new sources
v of -rev.materialo hes continued chiefly between the American and
S English oonopolies. This struggle ia going on in Africa, Soutlwast
: ; Asia, the lieax and Far East, South America, and even in Antaretioa, -

After the wur the rangs of strategic raw materials was broad-
ened. In partiocular, in sonnection with new discoveries in the
N . vse of atame encrgy the internaiional monopolies began to show a
great intarest in the different types of .lamle raw mterials ard
their basic sources which had already beer iivestigated.

. At the rresent tims, the azin types of atomic raw materials
. are petallic uranium, extracted from ursnium ure, and thorium, ob-
) tained £rom monasite, a rare minwral fovad in different regions in
the form of sand. At the end of 1941, the quantity of metallic
b uwrandun in capdtalistic countries was insignificant.

The war in Murope and Japaneet aggression in the Pacific 5
Oocean ot off the United States and fron the main sources 5 -
of apply £3¢ strategic raw materials (tin, lead, copper, rubber).

A specdsl arpanisation,.the. Combined Raw Msterials BDosrd, vas
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created in connection with this in January 1942; its task was %0 .
distribute strategic raw materials among the Allled countriss by
sstablishing appropriste quotas. The influence +f the United
States and England predaminated in this organisation.

In agresssut with the United States, Englaond was assigned the

task of taking proper measures to increass the extraction of 'stra-
tegic rev materiala in all parts of Africa, with the exoeption of

-+ 14ksris. Great Britain also. carried on negotistions with frisndly
or Allied sountries having colonies in Africa (France, Belgium, .
Portugal). oooupying an area of 2,336,000 sg km
and having a population of approximately 10,5 million pecpls, was
therefors incinded in thes English sphere of infinencs.

The natursl wealth of the Balglan Congo 1is mﬁ. A
large romber of industries for the extraction of , redium,
tin, copper, and industrisl dlamonds sre found hers under the

opsration of the Belgian monopoly, Undon Miniere du Harit Katanga.

(Mining Corporation of the Upper Katanga).

After Belgiunm was cceupded by Hitler, Great Britadn Sook .
upon herself the "eare® of the Belgian Congo. The Inglish pur-
sued a double purpose in this: first, to place the raw materials
of this region under the oomplete acntrol of the British moncpo-
lies; and sec-nd, to bar acc.as of the Americen moncpolies to
Westem and Central Afyica - the Pelgian Conge - and deepsr into
the continent, to Northern Rhodesia and Migeris with their very
rich spplies of tin and copper.

Acoording to data from Frensh and Relglan sowrces, 60 to 80
perosnt of all available uwraniua suppliee in capitalistic nountries
are conoentrated in the Belglan Congo. The war stimilated atomic
production and extraction of atomlc raw mterials. In spits of
the resistance of England, a vigorous penstration of American
monopolies into the Belgian Congo began. In 1943=i4L, the uramiun
mines of the Calglan monopoly, Undon Minlere du Harit Ka®inga, nem
Dshadogbills /poosibly Jadotville/ (Katanga region, southern part
of the Belgian Congo) were woridng at full capacity. All
the ore sxtracted hera was shipped to the United States. In 1943,
8,287 metric tons of waninm ore wee sent to the United States,
and in 1944, 9,967 tons were shipped.

Publication of data on shipments of uranium stopped after
1945. liowsver, judging from information in the fureign p.ess, the
Amarican monopolies are pushing the ex*ractinn of uranium in the
Belgian Congo in every way possible. At ths resent time, the

t ooncluded during the war betwesn ihe Belgian
and Erzland and She United States, according to vhich the entire
production of urenium in the Belgian Congo had to be placed at the
disposal of the Allied countriss, is o111 in force.

. The Brussels Pact, concluded betwern England, Francs, and the
Penelux countrics (Belgimm, Holland, Luresbourg),

Balgium and deprived har of economic independence. As a result,
the vory .ok rew material rescurcos of the Belglan Conge
mrily the suppliss of uraniom ares fell under the unlimited con-
trol of the United States.

The strasgle of American md English sonopoliss for contwol
of werld dsposits of wanion Ser has spread even to such distant
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regions as Antarctica.

of remots bases in ‘the

South Shetland Islands) dispetched a "ascientific" expedition of
30 persons in 1943 to the Antgrotic for prospucting wrk to deter-
mine the mesence of uranium and diler sources of atoodc raw

At the end of 1946, the US Navy Department sent a large ex-—
pedition to Antarciica under the drectisn of the Zamuus poler
explorer, Adeiral Byrd. A large rumber of engineers, technicians,
and polar experts sent by Awrican monopoiles to look for deposits
of waniun ores and other types of atomic raw materizls were in '
the expedition.

The interest of international monopclies in the discovery of
new depoeits of urandum ores in Antarctica increascd still more
th the publi of a report by Profesaor Douglas auson
" ?/ of Auvstralia, which sstablished a definite geo-
cal 1y between the unsxplored regions of the South
Pole and the deposites of uwraminm cres in Canada. , E

After Admiral Byrd's Amsrican expedition, the English also
sent ancther camparatively smll group to replucs the expedition
sent earlisr and to construct a new post in Uarguerite Bay, south
of Cape Horn.

In 1947, Argentina and Chils, closely connected with the
American monopolies, joined the struggle to acquirs the wealth of
Antarctica. In June 1947, Argentina and Chile concluded an sgres-
ment for the development of a Joint plan of action to study &
mumber of regions in Antarctica. In a joint commumdque issued by
the governments af both countries, i was indicated thet *...they were
corvinoed of the incortestabls rights of Chilm and Argeniina to the
regions of Antarctica faedng Jouth imericac (Tos South Agericen
Jommal, Jamuary 1948).

However, this did not plaase England, who madc an official pro-
test 1a January 1948 against the creaticn of an Argertins eupport-
ing base on Decsption “sland (of the South Shetland Islands group),
which belongs to England, and also against the propossd oconstruction
of 2 Chilsen miiitary tase un British territory in Antarctica. ‘theos
protests actually lsd nonhere, since England wes financially depend-
ent upon the Umited Statas afier th- war and could not presc the
proolem too hard. In the strugg'e for the rew material wealth of
Antarctica, as in other perts of the world, the British corpsnies
weve forced to concede oms poaition after anothe: wmier the powerfal
onrush of American monopoliss.

Thorium is the second basic typs of atusic raw matcrial. It
covered in oxide form in monasite samd, found in Indlia, Brasil,
quantities in the Taitod Stites. In India, monasite
beach sands in the principality of Travanchore and
regions of Madras and Orissa provinoes. In 1946,
Amsrican ressarch organisations working on the vee of atomic
already began to show increased interest in the minmal re-
of India which cntain uranivm md thorium. The richest

on the southwestsrn shore of India
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the aiddle cf last year the monasits sand

to the United tates, where thorium was extractad

shipoent of monasite to the United States waa stopped in June

The government of Indis, fulfSlling the demanda of the English
monovoliea, notified Amsrican firms that the processing of monasite -
mined in this reglon wuld be carried out directly in the territory

of this principality. Aoocopenying this, there waa & notification

to the effect that in tha future, authorization for the produstion
of thorlom wald be granted only upon agresment with the gowernmenmt - *
of India. :

English companiss soon recedved s monopoly on the use of the
movasite deposits in Trevanchare. They supplisd technicul asslst-
ance to the local govermment for the construction, equipment, and
opsration of a plant to produce thorium. In June 1947, the Geo-
logical Adwinistration of Iadia, in close collsboration vdth the

.. sxparte of the Engiish commniss, daveloped a plan for the exploli=
tation of urenimm and thorium deposits in Imca. :

Thus, the English companiea in India succeedsd in driving back
the Amewican compstitors and ssouring for taemselves a monopoly
right tc explait the uranium and thorlum deposits.

The Amorican monopolies compensated for this in Brazil where,
acsordirg to information of the foreign press, there are rich and
still ocompletely untouched wupplies of monazite, Under the pree-
sure of the United States, in July 1947, the ruling circlss of
Brasil established rigid governmsntal control ovsr all thorium re-
scrves in the country snd strictly regulated the prospecting, ex-
plcd tation, and cxport of this very important typs of stamlc rew
naterial,

At the beginnin; of 1948, uranium and thorium were discoversd
in Central and tastern Burms 30 Janusry 1948).
The most significant quantities t ve clegents wers
disoovered in the region of Ying'yan adjoindag the Snglish Burma
mmwmm,udalminmﬁs&ﬂcth'
and the principality of Kerermi near the Siam bordar. Aecozding to
information in the foredgn press, Amcrican firms are recently hegin-
ning to show greater interest 4 these regions.

The American monopolists, controlling the urardum deposits in
the Belglan Congo and the monazite deposdts in Brasil already oocapy
the most prefitable position, However, not satistied with the
attained results, they are also attempting to psnotrate a muber of
countries of thc sterling bloe, cantrolled at the present tirs by
Englieh ocorporations and rich in uranium and thorium. .
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